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     The church was dark, but the door 
was unlocked. Eight-year-old Rob 
quietly let himself in and wandered 
into the sanctuary alone. The little 
boy had run away again to escape his 
angry step-mother’s abuse. He had 
nowhere else to go.

     Rob didn’t know how to pray. But 
lying there on the pew, he looked 
up at the cross and talked to God. 
“Where are you?” he pleaded. “Why 
are you letting this happen to me?” 
Then he cried himself to sleep.

     At age 63 now, Rob is no stranger 
to sleeping in odd places. He’s 
been homeless off and on for long 
stretches of his life, starting at just 
age 15 when he ran away for the last 
time.

     As a young adult, Rob searched 
for the love he’d missed out on as a 
child. He got married, had kids and 
ran a successful printing business. 
But when Rob’s wife left him for 

another man, their marriage, family 
and Rob’s happiness, crumbled.

     “I walked away from society,” says 
Rob. Grief overwhelmed him. He 
threw himself headlong into drugs 
and alcohol — anything to numb the 
heartache of his broken relationships. 
Rob swore he wouldn’t trust anyone 
ever again. He didn’t need people in 
his life.

     Thanksgiving hit Rob 
especially hard. He sat 
in an abandoned house 
eating cold beef stew 
from a can. He thought 
of his family, of what 
should have been. 
“Could I ever get back 
to a normal life?” Rob 
wondered.

     This Thanksgiving will be much 
different for Rob. For the last year, 
he’s been living at The Harbor, our 
free New Life Ministry for men 
wanting to overcome addiction, build 
life skills and reconnect with God. 

     “I feel close to God. I don’t have 
the guilt anymore,” says Rob. “I’ve 
realized that I can have relationships 
with people and it doesn’t always 
have to be painful. I’m reopening 
myself up.”

     Instead of isolating, Rob is 
passionate about helping other 
people. When he’s not handing 
out socks or greeting guests at our 
Burnside Shelter, Rob helps at his 
church, or volunteers at a food bank. 

     “Giving back is my new 
addiction!”, he says. “It’s far more 
fulfilling than money could ever be.”

Your gift today provides a nutritious meal, a loving welcome,  
and the first steps toward a new life for people like Rob. Thank you.

Fill Our Thanksgiving Pantry
Thanksgiving is just weeks away!

At 900 meals a day, we have a LOT of hungry people to feed at our 
holiday table. Imagine our Thanksgiving shopping list…
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iThat’s a huge Thanksgiving feast! 

But even before we thaw that first turkey, we still have nearly 38,000 meals between now 
and Thanksgiving. Please keep our pantry filled during this very busy season with your 
generous gift for hungry people. 

Give Thanksgiving meals at www.PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL

Watch Rob’s video story at  
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/Rob



”I’m all about giving it back and paying it forward. I’m very 

involved with volunteering at a local church here.” 

–Glenn

GIVING BACK

“I am two weeks away from getting 
my apartment. This’ll be the first 
apartment that I have had on my own 
since I got out of the service in 1976. 
I’m still trying to picture it.”

–Kevin

Independent living

“I lost custody of my children. 

Shepherd’s Door offered me a stable 

home and support so I could learn to 

be a healthy parent. I’m a graduate 

now. My kids and I are together 

again!” –Lazara

Reunited Families

“This year has been 
such a revelation 
of knowing God. 
Shepherd’s Door has 
been a vehicle to 
start my life again, 
fresh and anew, with 
Jesus at the center. ” 

–Michelle
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Hear Encouraging  
Stories of Hope! “Thanks for Giving!”

Hope 24/7 Telethon

Thursday, October 11
4:30 AM to 6:30 PM

Special programming on  
Saturday, October 13 at 10:00 AM

Give Hope Telethon

Wednesday, November 7
Coverage throughout the day.

Special programming at 9:00 AM and 6:30 PM

Thanks for Giving Radiothon

Thursday, November 15
6:00 AM to 6:00 PM

Hope for the Holidays Telethon

Thursday, December 6
Coverage throughout the day.

Special programming at 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM.

Volunteers are needed to answer phones!  
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/Phone

Happy Kids Say,

     Homelessness can leave lasting emotional scars on children. Your 
support of our Family Life Center at Shepherd’s Door provides a safe, 
nurturing environment for them to heal and rebuild trusting relationships.

     The kids in our Family Life Center shared some of the many things they 
are thankful for this Thanksgiving! 

“I am thankful for my family.” 
– Mia

“I am thankful for my friends!” 
– Tresyn

“I am thankful for the sun and rain.” 
– Anna

“I am thankful for everyone here!” 
– Sydney

“I am thankful for my home.”
– Ashley 

Your gift today brings healing  
to moms and kids  

who’ve suffered life trauma.  
Thank you.

❑ Donate via credit card:

Circle One:        Expiration Date: __________________

Card Number:  ______________________________________________________________  

Name: ___________________________  Phone: __________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Please pray for:  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Keep me updated with news and stories through email:

Email: _________________________________________________________________________

Tell me more about:
❑ Monthly giving through 

checks, auto-pay, or 
electronic transfer

❑ Donating my car

❑ Planning my estate, 
annuity, or trust

❑ Volunteering at the Mission
(Please complete contact 
information at left)

Donations to the Mission are  
tax deductible to the fullest  

extent allowed by law.  
Any gifts received above our current 

need will be used to help care for 
hurting people throughout the year.

Donate securely online: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL



To donate online, visit  
PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL

MY GIFT OF HOPE

Enclose your check or complete your credit card information on back.

893

P.O. Box 3713
Portland, OR 97208-3713   
503.MISSION (647.7466)    

Thank you  
for your support!

Thank-full for you!
     Sometimes the less we have, the 
more grateful we are. I’ve certainly 
seen that true here at Portland 
Rescue Mission. 

A delicious meal for someone 
who hasn’t eaten in days. 

A thick, dry pair of socks for 
someone with blisters and rain-
soaked feet.

A soft mattress and clean 
blankets for someone used to 
sleeping on cement.

A hot shower for someone who 
is weary, shivering from the cold

     Such seemingly small gestures 
of compassion mean all the world 
to someone desperately trying to 
survive. 

     Every day, hundreds of people 
come to our yellow door at the 
Burnside Shelter. Many carry their 
few belongings on their back. Except 
for loneliness, fear, regret and despair, 
their hearts are empty.

     Your support means so much to 
the people we serve — especially 
this Thanksgiving.     

     Instead of spending the holiday 
alone, hundreds of people will 
celebrate Thanksgiving with our 
Portland Rescue Mission family. 
They’ll enjoy a warm welcome and 
delicious feast around our table. 
They’ll have access to showers, 
clothing, shelter and our variety of 
recovery programs that can lead 
them back to a healthy, stable life.

     Thanks to you, their hearts (and 
stomachs!) won’t be empty. They’ll 
be thank-full!

     With your support, Portland 
Rescue Mission will continue to 
stand as a beacon of hope to 
people searching for a way out of 
homelessness, hunger, addiction  
and abuse. 

Changing lives together,

Eric Bauer, Executive Director

❑ $9/mo to help 12 people a year
❑ $18/mo to help 24 people a year
❑ $36/mo to help 48 people a year

❑ $ ___________ a month 

❑ $ ___________ one time gift

Yes, I want to help end homelessness, addiction, hunger and abuse. 
To help hurting men, women and children, here is my gift of:

Every $9 provides a hot meal, safe night of shelter, a shower, 
clean clothes and access to life-restoring programs.


